Remarks 

1 v hied the Specific ion and Abstract to place them into final condition 

for allowance. Entry into the official file is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1 and 3-16 have been cancelled in favor of new Claims 1 7-3 1, respectively. Mew 
Claims 17, 26, 27 and 28 are generally modeled after Claims 1, 11, 12 and 13, respectively. 
However, they have been broken into paragraphs for ease of understanding. Also, ail of the claims 
have had various portions of the previously claimed subject matter rearranged into different locations 
to better claim and clarify the Applicants' subject matter for which patent protection Is sought 

For example, Claim 1 7 now recites a housing having a central bore, an outer surface and an 
inner surface having a tapered portion. Claim 17 also recites. a layer of a relatively deformable 
material on at least a part of the tapered portion of me inner surface of the central bore and at least a 
pari of the outer surface of the housing. Claim 1 7 further recites that the layer 1) deforms on the 
tapered portion of the inner surface of the central bore against an outside pipe to form a sealing 
arrangement and 2) has a part formed on the outer surface of an external ledge of the housing to 
provide a seal with a cooperating member and is continuous between the inner and outer surfaces. 
Similar types of changes have been made to new Claims 26, 27 and 28. Entry of all of the new 
chums into the official file and consideration on the merits is respectfully requested. 

New Claim 32 is the same as Claim 23 except that it depends on Claim 26. 

Claims 1 and 3- 1 6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02 as; being anticipated by Bronner. The 
Applicant espec lib - t the reje on is now mm i in - lew c i the < ? those 

^onetheles - < i £ lumber o tme eiowto t i ig 
new Claims 17-31 over Bronner. 
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Brenner fails to disclose a number of the claimed aspects depending upon which embodiment 
of Bronner is considered. However, there is at least one common deficiency in Brenner that, runs 
throughout the entire disclosure. In particular, the Applicant claims a housing having an inner 
surface having a tapered portion. The Applicant also claims a layer of deform able material on at 
least a part of the tapered portion of the inner surface. The Applicant respectfully submits thai 
Bronner fas odist e tins. Spec a 1 Bromre ek iperedsi ce as help s 

menti.< . * s \ s. s av.ee never contacts at any point the layer of 1 t triable- 

material. In feci, the tapered surface of Bronner is located on the opposite end of the housing iron: 
the layer of deformable material. 

Reference to Figs. 1 and 3 of Bronner demonstrates this difference. In that regard, a tapered 
surface 16 is shown in Fig. 1 of Bronner on the left-hand portion of the housing 9. Fig. 3 shows a 
similar tapered surface (not numbered) on the left-hand side of housing 9. On the other hand, the 
Imeimjt v s Uxated on tht u B si < ! e 

by reference number 12. 

Although the right-hand portion of the housing of Bronner is different between Figs, .1 and 3, 
-Jean be seen that die layer of deformable material 1 2 is nonetheless located on the right-hand side of 
the housing 9 in both instances. 

This is sharply contrasted to what the Applicam claims. The Applicant claims that the layer 
ofreUheiy deibnnable material is nr. at least a part of the tapered portion old he inner sarrace. Phis 
s- u \ s ! ^ ^ i s ^ \ t e; v (ft v. ad : v | 

deformable material 12 is in contact with a non-tapered skirt 13 of housing 9. in other words, the 
longitudinal axis line extending through each of Figs. 1 and 3 of Bronner is parallel to the inner and 
outer surfaces of skirt 13. This is sharply contrasted to a longitudinal axis extending through the 
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f bore in jplicam's claimed coupi u e n n surface 4pp!i s 

coupling has a tapered portion. This means that the tapered -surface is not parallel to the longitudinal 
axis. TI e aye? c de on 1 ibie n ate? a is ag . nst the tape ed portion Fh 5 means that the layes is 
also not parallel. T his may be seen in. Fig. 2 of the Applicant's drawings, for example. 

As a consequence, the Applicant respectfully submits * iat Brenner fails So Use! se a 
funda i ( ! i c 1 spect 1 s Applicant's s cited claims lerei ousing us rme 
surface with a tapered portion and a layer of deformahle material is on at least a part of the tapered 
.portion of the inner surface, inasmuch as §102 requires that all claimed features must explicitly or 

■ s s >e present intheprioi art, the Applicant respectfully submits that Bronner tails to disclose: 
all claimed aspects. Thus, Bronner is inapplicable to all of Claims 17-31. 

In light of the foregoing, the Applicant respectfully submits that the entire Application is now 
in condition for allowance, which is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



T. Daniel 
Reg. No. 31,750 
Attorney for Applicants 




TDC/sb 
(215)656-3381 
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